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 Past President's Challenge 

“A Foot or So Winners” 

Jim Wickersham 1st Place  

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Anderson    Josh Connan 

2nd Place     3rd Place 

Chicago WoodTurners Symposium 
July 26-27 2008 



Members Gallery  

Pixie Eslinger share her insights on the art of woodturning. 

Brad Smith 

Ebony, Paduak, Unkown 

And Ebony Box 

Bob Nolan 

Mahogany Bowl 

Don Johnston 

Hard Maple Bowls   

 Same Log 

Bill Brown 

Birch Bowl 

Bill Brown 

Myrtle Burl Form 

Bill Brown  

Walnut Inlaid Bowl 
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Bill Robb 

Walnut Box 

Dave Buckholz 

Box Elder Walnut 
Shell Bowl 

Hugh Pearl 

Olivewood Sterling 
Silver Pen 

Jerry Howard 

Thuya Burl Vase 

Fran Islin 

Mesquite Apple Box 



Members Gallery  

John Eslinger 

Box Elder Vase 

Francisco Bauer 

Cherry Square Edge  
Platter 

Lloyd Beckman 

Walnut Bowl 
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Francisco Bauer 

Popular Walnut Platter 

 Francisco Bauer 

Spalted Maple Burl 
Bowl 

Lloyd Beckman 

Yew Platter 

Francisco Bauer 

 Maple Bowl 

   

 Darrel Rader  

Ambrosia Maple Bowl 

John Eslinger 

Box Elder Vase 

Larry Heuvelman 

Maple Bowl 

Larry Heuvelman 

Cherry Bowl 

John Bobik 

Ambrosia Maple Bowl  

Carl Miller 

Apple Bowl 

Carl Miller  

Lacewood Jatoba 
Box 

Don McCloskey 

Cherry  Goblet  

Cocobolo Ball 

Josh Connan 

Turned and Carved 
Forms 
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Past President’s Challenge for May, 2007 

• Winners of Challenge subject: “A Foot or So”  
• Ist Place Jim Wickersham 
• 2nd Place Marie Anderson 

• 3rd Place Josh Connan 
 

Andy Kuby Chairman 
Current Membership 

188 
 83 Attended May  Meeting 

 New Members:    
Chris Struttman, Crystal Lake , IL 

John Hausheer, Cary , IL 

Shaun Devine, Chicago , IL 

John Zurales, Wheaton , IL 



PAGE 5 AS THE WOOD TURNS VOLUME 7, ISSUE 6 

Curls from the President’s Platter 
  
“Concerning the things about which you ask to be informed I believe that I am not ill-prepared with an 
answer”. That’s Plato, a fellow that most of us regard to have been a reasonably smart guy, speaking 
to us from way back when, 350 BC in fact.  Plato was not “ill-prepared”, and neither is Chicago. 

 

The things about which you ask will be answered. Answered at the first Chicago woodturning sympo-
sium. 

 

A symposium is a gathering of teachers and students, brought together to facilitate the transfer of in-
formation and skills from teacher to student (I suspect that every teacher learns from their students, 
also). Your club, the Chicago Woodturners, will present a symposium in July of 2008 that promises to 
bring the finest woodturning teachers available to you, the turning student (and if you don’t consider 
yourself a student of turning, you’re probably not reading this) to one of Chicago’s most beautiful set-
tings, for a weekend filled with demonstrations, galleries of turned work and an opportunity to spend 
time with folks like your self, wood turners. 

 

We have over a dozen skilled and experienced wood turning teachers lined up to demonstrate their 
techniques and signature projects for you. Each demonstration, or rotation, will run about 90 minutes, 
and all attendees to the symposium will be able to see each demonstrator over the weekend. In addi-
tion to the demonstrations, we will host what is known as an “instant gallery”, a presentation of cur-
rent work by you, your peers and scheduled demonstrators. A highlight of the weekend will be a 
“gallery review”, similar to our monthly meeting reviews, with two of the scheduled demonstrators re-
viewing our work. Just for fun, and because we know by then you’ll be hungry, there will be a banquet 
on Saturday evening. An auction of turned wood art, tools, and supplies will follow the banquet. Pro-
ceeds from the auction will benefit a number of causes near and dear to the Chicago Woodturners, and 
it may be your opportunity to own an Ellsworth, a Sinner, a Pho, or even a Shotola woodturning. Pric-
ing may vary. A lot. 

 

In the months to come, we will keep you posted on scheduling, maps, demonstrators and sign up infor-
mation. As a symposium this big requires lots of folks helping out, we will also keep you updated on 
ways you can help to make our first symposium a success. This column could run onto the next page 
thanking the folks that have already committed time and energy to the planning of our symposium, 
but I’ll leave a little space for you to add your name as time goes on. 

 

Until June, mark your calendar for first Chicago woodturning symposium in July of 2008, consider 
“the things about which you ask to be informed”, and please turn safely. Plato would want that. 

 

Paul Shotola 
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Members Gallery  

Dan Anderson 

Osage Orange  

Walnut Box 

 Marie Anderson 

Oak Tulipwood Shoe 

 Jerry Sargent 

Textured Maple  

Bowl 

 Jerry Sargent 

Gilded Maple  

Bowl 

 Paul Shotola 

White Oak 

Bowl 

 Dave Neybert 

Cherry Walnut Birch 

Scoops 

Steve Sinner  

Maple Vase 

 Tom Waicekauskas 

Cocobolo Pen 
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Jim Wickersham 
May Meeting Demonstrator 

 Meeting Demonstrations    

    

 June 12  Pen Turning         Paul Pyrcik  

 
Gallery Reviews:  

  June 12  Steve Sinner   
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Alice Call’s 
 

The Greek Rose  
 

Published  
Stylus Mag 
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 Where Do You Get Your Wood for Turning? 

By Paul Rosen 

 

Clearly, the best place to get turning wood is from local tree services or municipal trimming operations, where 
it’s usually free, or available with a nominal tip to the cutting crew.  You can also visit your local city dump, 
but increasingly, tree remnants are being chopped into mulch on the spot.  You can hear the noise made by 
these machines as crews feed waste branches into the hopper of the tree shredder, usually in the early spring 
months.  Some municipal cutters will leave tree remnants by the roadside for a day or two, so it pays to be op-
portunistic when you see such fallen treasure.  The downside to using this free green wood is that you’ll need 
a chain saw to bisect the log lengthwise (cutting with the grain).  And you probably will want to coat the ends 
of the log to reduce excessive moisture loss, which can cause cracking at the ends.  Painting the ends of a 
freshly cut log with either latex or oil-based paint will usually retard moisture loss sufficiently to prevent 
cracking, or if the log is small in diameter, you could dip the ends in a heated solution of canning wax 
(paraffin), available at your local grocery store. 

 

But what if you seek turning stock from commercial sources?  Hardwood specialists often make both bowl 
and spindle stock available.  Here are some vendors that provide wood for turners: 

 

 

 

Kettle Moraine Hardwoods, Inc. (www.kmhardwoods.com)  

 

 South Location: 195 South 27th Street  (I-94 and 7 Mile Road) 

    Caledonia, WI  53108  (Just north of 7 Mile Fair off I-94) 

 

 North Location: 5261 Aurora Road  (Hwy 41 and Hwy K) 

    Hartford, WI  53207 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on  Page 10 
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 Continued from page 9 

 

Owl Hardwood Lumber Co. (3 Locations) (www.owlhardwood.com)  

 

 926 S. Graceland (Route 45) 

 Des Plaines, IL  60016 

 

 620 E. St. Charles Road 

 Lombard, IL  60148 

 

 4655 Southwest Highway 

 Oak Lawn, IL  60453 

 

The Russell Mill (Exit 294 northbound at Russell Road, just before the Illinois/Wisconsin state line.  Turn 
right, and drive about a half-mile to the east.  It’s on the left side of the street.  If you cross the railroad tracks, 
you’ve gone too far.) 

 

The G.C. Mill on Route 14, north of Blaine’s Farm and Fleet store by a few miles.  The owner has a bandsaw 
mill on site.  He sells mulch as well as dimensioned lumber. 

 

Badger Hardwoods of Wisconsin, LTD  (www.badgerwood.com)  

N1517 Highway 14    (Mostly mail-order, but you can also 

Walworth, WI  53184      drive up and visit on-site during week-days.) 

 

Choice Woods  www.choice-woods.com  Clay Johnson, owner; mostly mail-order 

451 Baxter Avenue 

Louisville, KY  40204 

 

If you have a source you would like to share, let us know. We’ll keep updating the list of wood sources on a 
regular basis. 
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2007 Guest Demonstrator Schedule 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
   

 
Marilyn Campbell: Turner and sculptor from Canada. 

• Club demonstration: September 8. 

 • Hands-on class: September 10-11.$200.00 

 
Hans Weissflog, AAW demonstrator from Germany. 

• Club demonstration: October 28.  
•  One-Day Hands-on classes: October 25 & 26th. $110.00 
 

  

  



Officers and Committee 
Chairs 

Paul Shotola, President 

1865 Western Ave  

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-412-9781 

p.shotola@comcast.net 

 

Phil Brooks, Vice Presi-
dent 

1052 Cheswick Drive 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

847-548-6477 

brooksphil@sbcglobal.net 

 

Paul Cavanagh Secre-
tary 

1137 E. Danbury  Drive 

Cary, IL 60013 

847-516-1367 

Paulcavanagh@comcast.net   

Dave Forney, Treas-
urer 

 707 Laurel Ln.  

Cary, IL 60013  

(847) 639-6429  

dave_forney@hotmail.co
m.  

 

Andrew Kuby , Mem-
bership 

2945 Cherokee Lane 

Riverwoods, IL 60015 

847-317-1841 

kubywins-
low@comcast.net 

 

Bob Fernstrom, Li-
brarian  

863 W St. Johns Place 

Palatine, IL 60067 

847-358-0570 

rfernstrom@comcast.net 

    

Wayne Bernahl, Raffle 
Chairman 

606 Hillside Ave 

Elmhurst, IL 126 

630-832-5239 

W.bern@sbcglobal.net 

Don McCloskey, Editor 

2028 Gilboa Ave 

Zion, IL 60099 

847-872-4781 

mccloskey@ameritech.net 

 

Darrell Rader, Past 
President,  Tool man 

10703 Allandale Rd. 

Woodstock, IL.60098 

815-648-2197 

rader@mc.net  

Chuck Young, Webmas-
ter 

935 Fairway Drive 

Palatine, IL 60067 
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Classifieds 
 

Woodfast Short Bed Lathe 

16" Swing, Excellent Condition.
Many extras
 

Originally $2,200+ asking $1,400 
See Bulletin Board for more info 

 

Contact Clark Sells 630-325-4018 

Binh Pho, Planning & 
Scheduling 

48w175 Pine Tree Dr 

Maple Park, Il 60151 

630-365-5462 

Binh.pho@powerware.com 


